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Life in Ministry
Ministry: Part IV

We are apt these days to reply too quickly that the one real service to our neighbor is to minister to him 
the Word of God.  It is true that there is no service that compares with this one, and even more, that  
every other service is performed for the sake of the service of the Word of God.  Yet a Christian  
community does not consist solely of preachers of the Word.  We can go monstrously wrong here if we  
overlook a number of other things.  (p. 97)

Sharing the Gospel is the most important ministry in a Christian community.  But it would be foolhardy 
to overlook other acts of service that is necessary in order to speak the Gospel to others.  There are other 
ministries essential for a healthy and growing Christian community.  These acts of service are as what 
they say where the rubber tires of our faith meets the asphalt road of life God sets us upon.  

Discussion Question:  

1. What are the physical and vocal cues that let a person know he is being listened to? 

2. Why don’t we take the time to listen to each other or we feel the need to give advice all the time?

Listening with the ears of God 

1. The art of listening is the basic first step in any type of relationship.  We listened to God speak to 
us at the beginning of our relationship with Him.  This is the same when we learn and understand 
each other in community.  The feeling of being listened to is a basic need in any relationship and 
many times not met. 

Just as love to God begins with listening to His Word, so the beginning of love for the brethren is  
learning to listen to them.  It is god’s love for us that He not only gives us His Word but also  
lends us His Ear.  So it is His work that we do for our brother when we learn to listen to him.  
(p. 97)

They forget that listening can be a greater service than speaking.  Many people are looking for  
an ear that will listen.  They do not find it among Christians, because these Christians are  
talking when they should be listening.  (p. 97-98)
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2. The way we listen to each other is reflective of our own relationship with God.  If we are not 
willing to listen to people will soon lead to not listening to God.  

But he who can no longer listen to his brother will soon be no longer listening to God either; he 
will be doing nothing but prattle in the presence of God too.  This is the beginning of the death  
of the spiritual life, and in the end there is nothing left by spiritual chatter and clerical  
condescension arrayed in pious words.  (p. 98)  

One who cannot listen long and patiently will presently be talking beside the point and be never  
really speaking to others, albeit he be not conscious of it.  Anyone who thinks that is his time is  
too valuable to spend keeping quiet will eventually have no time for God and his brother, but  
only for himself and his own follies.  (p. 98)

3. Listening with humbleness and patience is needed in order to understand each other and meet 
each other’s needs.  Pride and self-justification can prevent us to hold our tongue, meet each 
other where they are at and listen.

Brotherly pastoral care is essentially distinguished from preaching by the fact that, added to the  
task of speaking the Word, there is the obligation of listening.  (p. 98)

There is a kind of listening with half an ear that presumes already to know what the other person  
has to say.  It is an impatient, inattentive listening, that despises the brother and is only waiting  
for a chance to speak and thus get rid of the other person.  (p. 98)

This is no fulfillment of our obligation, and it is certain that here too our attitude toward our  
brother only reflects our relationship to God.  (p.98)

4. Our source of patience and humbleness to listen correctly is from Jesus Christ who humbled 
Himself and listened to us.  This will lead us to joyfully listen more in order for God to use us for 
His purposes.  

It is little wonder that we are no longer capable of the greatest service of listening that God has  
committed to us, that of hearing our brother’s confession, if we refuse to give ear to our brother  
on lesser subjects.  (p.98)

Secular education today is aware that often a person can be helped merely by having someone 
who will listen to him seriously, and upon this insight, it has constructed its own soul therapy,  
which has attracted great numbers of people, including Christians.  (p. 98)
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But Christians have forgotten that the ministry of listening has been committed by Him who is  
Himself the great listener and whose work they should share.  We should listen with the ears of  
God that we may speak the Word of God.  (p. 99)

Discussion Question:  

1. What are some helpful tasks we usually take for granted in our Christian community? 

2. What are the characteristics of a helpful friend?

There is no helpful task that is too small to glorify God.

1. We cannot underestimate the impact of the smallest helpful task we can do in community.  A 
simple hello to sweeping the floor can glorify God and encourage others.  Pride and self 
importance can lead us to believe that we are “too busy” or we have “important things” to do the 
smallest of tasks for God.  

…initially , simple assistance in trifling, external matters.  There is a multitude of these things  
wherever people live together.  Nobody is too good for the meanest service.  One who worries  
about the loss of time that such petty, outward acts of helpfulness entail is usually taking the  
importance of his own career too solemnly.  (p. 99)

2. Our hearts have to be quiet to listen for God moving us to be helpful.  This requires us to have 
faith in God’s provision for the task.  We have to acknowledge that God in control of our time 
and tasks.  What we think is important may not be important in the perspective of God’s 
priorities.  Failing or succeeding in acts of helpfulness could reflect our relationship with God.  

We must be ready to allow ourselves to be interrupted by God.  God will be constantly crossing  
our paths and cancelling our plans by sending us people with claims and petitions.  We may pass  
them by, preoccupied with our more important tasks…When we do that we pass by the visible  
sign of the Cross raised athwart our path to show us that, not our way, but God’s way must be  
done.  (p. 99)

It is a strange fact that Christians and even ministers frequently consider their work so  
important and urgent that they will allow nothing to disturb them.  (p. 99)  

But it is part of the discipline of humility that we must not spare our hand where it can perform a  
service and that we do not assume that our schedule is our own to manage, but allow it to be  
arranged by God.  (p. 99)

In evangelical community life, free service to one’s brother takes the place of the vow.  Only  
where hands are not too good for deeds of love and mercy in everyday helpfulness can the mouth  
joyfully and convincingly proclaim the message of God’s love and mercy.  (p. 100)
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